Critical review of current treatment strategies for advanced hormone insensitive breast cancer.
Breast cancer is the most common cancer diagnosis in American women. Over the past several decades, there has been a steady increase in the incidence of this disease. Fortunately, the death rates in the last decade has showed a decrease. Patients with breast cancer now have more treatment options and a better chance of long term survival than ever before. Patients with metastatic disease are considered candidates for chemotherapy if they are symptomatic, have rapidly progressing or bulky disease, or if they are inappropriate candidates for hormonal therapy either because of negative hormonal receptor status or progression of disease on hormonal therapies. Patients are often treated with a chemotherapy regimen until progression of disease, or prohibitive toxicity, at which time the therapy is changed to a second or a third line therapy. This manuscript will provide a review of the current treatment strategies for advanced hormone insensitive breast cancer.